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manfs art, lavishly detailed and finished, with every bit
of surface proclaiming its money value. Because whatever
else may have been lost, money was being made ; there
were merchant princes, like Canynges of Bristol; there
were successful pushers like the Paston family of the
famous letters . . . capital was beginning to talk ;
there was as strenuous a concentration on the main chance
as in modern Chicago.
And yet, with the new century hardly a decade olds it
became evident that England was astir with the promise
of a new life ; that under the skilful and firm control
of her new dynasty she was beginning to find her soul
again. Her mood was ceasing to be one of disgruntled
cynicism ; she was beginning to recover her pride in
herself, and to look Europe in the face with something of
her old confidence. The enthusiasm of the later Renais-
sance, with its boundless hopes for mental enrichment
and liberation, was infecting her, and she reacted to it
as always after her own fashion. There was no question
of a new Paganism, but rather of that peculiarly English
thing, a conservative revolution. A new life was to
be infused into the dry bones of orthodoxy, and Christian
civilization to be reborn, with the spiritual fervour of the
old age wedded to the intellectual beauty of the new.
Henry VII was not one of those people who get much
thanks for their work. He had, throughout life, been
serving his own interests with extreme efficiency, and
it so happened that his interests and those of the country
had exactly coincided. He had achieved success, without
having done anything to attract love, and when he was
finally deposited in the sumptuous tomb that was one of
Ms few extravagances, there can have been few who
were not glad to exchange the old miser for a glorious
young giant who seemed a veritable paragon of all
kingly accomplishments, not only an athlete and a scholar
of die first rank, but a thoroughly typical Englishman,
of an Englishman's dream,
" The world is waking out of a long, deep sleep . . .
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